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THE 


{NTRODUCTION. 


' metropolis, after upwards of thirty 


1 ſet out for London pretty early in the 
Summer, intending to. ſtay in town the 
greateſt part of the Winter; and, as I ever 
had a ſtrong propenſity for writing, was de- 


termined to notice whatever I thought re- 
markable, and form it into a book at my 
return into the country, for the amuſement” 


of ſuch of my neighbours as had never 
been 1 in town. 


: Hhaviag communicated this deſign to the. 
perſon I reſided with, (who had formerly 
been a ſchoolfellow, and was now a very 
eminent druggiſt, in the heart of the city) 

he 


ROM TED by curioſity to viſit the 


years entirely devoted to the country, 
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he was pleaſed to ſay, that he doubted not 
but he could procure me ſufficient ſpecula- 
tion, ret only for the amuſement of my 
friends ; but tuch as would be very accep- 

table, as well as intereſting, to the publick 
at large. But firſt,” ſaid he, © I will have 
© your approbation z by previouliy leading 
you into the ſcenes I could wiſh you to 
* deſcribe. If you think them worthy at- 
© tention, you may improve the hint; if not, 
* you may place thoſe occurrences among 
* © the reſt of your oblervations, for the ſole 
* pyrpole you at firſt intended. But I ſhould 
© tor my own part imagine, that the pecu- 
© har manner in which the Sabbath- day is 
« generally employed in this metropolis, 

© with deſcriptions of the various places re- 
© ſorted to on that day, and accounts of 
© the different characters I ſhall without 
doubt be able to make you acquainted 
with, might be placed in ſuch a light, 
* as to render it a very entertaining perl. r. 
* mance.” 


There needed no further recommendation 
to induce me to begin this attempt, which 
J inſtantly reſolved to put it in execution 
the next Sunday: and the following ſheets 
contain a faithſul account of the occurrences 


which 
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: which happened during our perambulation, 
together, with the judicious remarks of my 


ſenſible friend; who, far from. cenſuring 
the innocent amuſement of walking in the 
fields end publick gardens about town, after 
divine ſervice, and partaking of moderate 
refreſhment at thoſe places; thinks it highly 


neceſſary that thoſe whoſe buſineſs will not 


conveniently permit them to leave the me- 
tropolis on any other day, ſhould then en- 
deavour to receive a little wholeſome: air, 


were it only for the "TE of * 


health. 


How far I may have ſucceeded, in pro- 


perly digeſting the various circumſtances 
in the order they happened, and accurately 
deſcribing the ſeveral places we viſited, 
muſt be determined by the impartial pub- 
lick; and if the reader receives as much 
pleaſure from the relation, as the author did 
in collecting it, he will neither think 


his time nor his money miſpent. 


It may probably be 3 that I 
ſhould fay fomething about the criticks; 


but that, I imagine, will be needleſs, a 


the Monthly and Cfitical Reviewers may 
. chink this performance too inſig- 
nificant 
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nificant for their notice, and I know of few 


other publick criticks, whoſe praiſe or cen- 
fure can add to or diminiſh: the reputation 
of a writer. With reſpe& to my readers 
-- thoſe who are purchaſers will be extremely 
welcome to find what faults they pleaſe, 


and make ſuch alterations in their own book 
as they may think proper; but I humbly 
hope no others will preſume to depreciate a 


work that cannot materially hurt — one 


4 and FOO, not: at all, 


x SUN- 


CHAP. I. 


Modern Sabbath- Day Journies — Baccbana. 
lian Squabble — Morning Walk — Totten- 
am Court Chapel — Moral e ppm — 
Cc pe | 


\ GREEABLE to the appointment 
which my reader has ſeen in the In- 
troduction, if he was unfaſhionable 
| enough to peruſe it, we ſat out on our in- 
tended excurſion about four o'clock on a 
fine ſummer's, morning. The ſhades of 
Wan had pa began to retire ; ; and, by 

B their 
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their retreat, diſcovered here and there a 


ſtaggering bacchanalian, who having ſacri- 


ficed too freely to his favourite deity, was, 
after a night ſpent in riot and debauchery, 
repairing to his miſerable kennel, 

We had not proceeded far, before we diſ. 


covered ſeveral young perſons, very gaily 
dreſſed, waiting at che gate of an inn-yard 
for Phætons, chaiſes, and other carri- 
ages, which appeared to be getting ready 
with all poſſible expedition. I could not 
help expreſſing my ſurpriſe at ſeeing ſuch a 


number of people at ſo early an hour, ſeem- 
ingly on the ſame errand; (for having 
paſſed by thoſe we had firſt obſerved, J per- 
ceived that the next gate way was occupied 


in the ſame manner;) when my friend in- 


formed me, that they were giddy young 
people who were going on a Sunday excur- 


lion to Windſor, Hampton- Court, &c. where 


they would probably ſpend much more 


than the labours of the foregoing week 


could defray. Thus.“ continued he, 


they early 9988 a deſire for gaiety and 


© extravagance, which generally terminates 


© in their "JeſtruQtion. The greater part of 
* theſe you have ſeen, are journeymen, and 


even apprentices, in genteel buſineſſes ; 
who, having contracted intimacies with 
0 milliners 
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the peculiar taſte of that kind of gentry, 


„ „ 


* and they ſink, unpitied, into obſcurity,” 


Paſſing on, in our way towards the 
Foundling Hoſpital, we perceived a groupe 
of wretches, male and female, round a 
kind of cauldron filed with an infuſion of 
ſaſſafras, well known by the name of ſa- 


loop, which they ſeemed to drink with the 
greateſt avidity; uttering at intervals ſuch 
| horrid oaths and execrations, blended with 
obſcenity, as ſufficiently intitled them to the 


appellation I have beſtowed. As we drew 
nearer, I found there were five or ſix per- 
ſons ; of which number, two only appeared 
to be men, and the rel ſcemed to be the 
moſt abandoned proſtitutes. One of the 
men (as we afterwards found) having drank 
two or three baſons of the liquor, Tefuſed | 


paying for them; on which, after ſome al- 


tercation, the ſaloop-man ſeized him by the 


6 RE collar, 


milliners and mantua- makers, are, from 


obliged to launch into every ſpecies of 
polite extravagance, in order to ſecure 
their very deſirable affections. Hznce we 

« frequently ſee, that when at length they 
_ © become. poſſeſſed of the amiable objects, 
they begin life with ſuch an ec/at, that 
their thoughtleſs inattention to buſineſs : 
ſoon makes its appearance in the Gazette, 
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: collar, threw him upon the pavement, and 

pommeled him pretty ſeverely : the other, 
_ ſeeing his companion thus uſed, fell about 
| the man with all the fury his intoxicated 


condition would permit; and one cf the 
girls, who it ſeems was a dulcinea of the 


ſaloop-man, with equal good-will, and 
more ability, about him. Thus a general 


encounter commenced ; the ſaloop man laid 
about the aggreſſor, his companion about 


the ſaloop- man, and the girl about him: 

during which time, the other gitls appeared 
very buſy in ſeparating the combatants; 
when, I ſuppoſe, they took the opportunity | 
of rifling their pockets : for when we inter- 

| tered, and had fo far reconciled them that 


they apreed to ſatisfy the man, they found 
themſelves without the power of accom- 


pliſhing it. The girls had however retreated, 


as ſoon as they perceived us; and, as the 


condition of the men prevented their know- 


ing them again ſhould they even ſee them, 


were moſt probably out of the reach of 
Juſtice. 


Leaving theſe N to lament FIFY folly 
and debauchery, which would no doubt 


enjoin them to faſting and penance for a 
great part of the week, we proceeded on 
our way; not without many reflections on 
their unprudent conduct. „ 


© ſun had juſt b 
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By the time we reached the fields, the 
to make his appearance; 
and the chearful birds were . him 

paſs a concert-of muſic, which would not 
have Gilgraced the moſt harmonious ron 


TN As we paſſed along, ruminating on the 
various beautiful ſcenes, which continually 
| attracted our notice at that early hour of 
prime, we could not, but remark the folly 
of thoſe ſons of Noth who, rather than 

| forego the pooreſt of all animal gratifica- 
tions, deprive themſclves; of one of the 
fineſt fights: which the univerſe, can boaſt 
of: for ſuch, moſt certainly, is the aling 
Jun on a clear and, beautiful morning 
And not the fight alone, ſaĩd my inge 5 
nuous friend, but the health and chear- 


f fulneſs which. attend it. For doubtleſs, 


| », continued he; © were people in general to 


diſe early, * take à moderate walk, be- 


. * fore they began their daily exerciſes or 


75 15 labour; the bills of mortality, would 


greatly decreaſe, as well as the pride and 
* opulence of we dealers in medicine; who 
...* awe. more of our importance to one ſingle ; 
' * branch of intemperance, than all the na- 
; + tural caules put together. 
My friend was going to proceed; when 
B 3 he 
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be was ſuddenly interrupted by the approach : 
of three or four ſmart females, and an equal 
number of the male creation. Theſe we 
preſently found were gentlemen's ſervants 
in the neighbourhood; who having embez- 
2led liquors from their reſpective maſters, 
were repairing to à well-known houſe near 
Kentiſh Town, to regale themſelves with 
ſyllabub, rum and milk, &c. And as 
they obſerved we were going on in the 
ſame road, and were then at no great diſ- 
tance from the intended place, they very 


: 7 covilly invited us to partake with them. 


This we readily” complied” with ; merely 
from a ſuppoſition, that it might perhape 
be” productive of an 30 venture. In this, 
however, we were greatly miſtaken: for no 
| ſooner were the liquors exhauſted, than fome 3 
ot the girls began to be very uneaty wit - | 
they ſhould not get back before the houſe- 
keeper was ſtirring; who they all declared 
was a crofs old toad, and grudged young 
people thoſe pleaſures which her age and 


peeviſh qiſpoſition would not ſuffer her to 


ſhare. 


After a profuſion” of unmeaning/ « com- — 


pliments on both ſides, we took leave of 


this company; better pleaſed by far with 
the Tiquor, than the providers; whole 
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joud and almoſt continual laughter, at the 
ſuppoſed pleaſantries of each other, was 
not near ſo agreeable to us, as it Pee 
to be to themſelves. 
We then rambled about the fields for 
toads time, without meeting with any thing 
worthy of notice, till at length we found 
ourſelves near the Chapel in Tottenham- 


Court Road, built for the late reverend Mr. 
Whitefield, (that indefatigable labourer in 
the vine- yard of his MASTER) at the ex- 


pence of the Counteſs of Huntingdon, re- 
: markable for her unfeigned piety. Here 1 
was agrecably ſurpriſed to hear a great 
number of melodious voices, ſinging with 


the utmoſt harmony, the praiſes of Al- 


 MronuTy Gop. This was a pleaſure]. little 
expected to receive at ſuch an early hour; 
for it was then ſcarce fix o'clock. But my 
friend, perceiving my ſurpriſe, informed me 
that theſe people always meet ſo early on a 
Sunday morning, owing to the great num- 
bers of the congregation that conſtantly 
attend the Eokp's Supper on that day, 


who would not be able to receive it, if they 


did not aſſemble thus ſoon. Telling me e, 
at the ſame time, that he had a Sacrament- 


ticket in his pocket; which, if 1 choſe, 


would procure me admittance, While he 
amuſed 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE. 
_, amuſed himſelf with looking out for ad- 
Glad of the opportunity, I immediately | 
accepted it, and was inſtantly introduced 
among the congregation, which conſiſted of 
ſome. hundreds of perſons of both ſexes, 
all dreſſed with amazing neatneſs, and con- 
ducting themſelves with the greateſt decency 


_ ., and. devotion: whilſt the regularity with 


which the pious clergy adminiſtered the 
Sacrament; the excellent admonitions and 


exhortations which they gave; and the 


unfeigned ſincerity with which they ap- 
peared to be received; alt conſpired to 
render it che moſt pleaſing ſight I had ever 
Struck with admiration, I ſtood with 
my eyes fixed on the ground, in deep con- 


templation on the great and material dif- 


ference between theſe people and thoſe of 
the Eſtabliſned Church in general, (not much 
nin favour of the latter;) when an elderly 
gentleman tapped me on the ſhoulder, and 
aſked me, with the greateſt affability, to 
accompany, him to the Lok b's Table. 
_. Conſcious of my own unworthineſs, I beg- | 
ged to be exculed ; informing him that cu- | 
tioſity alone had brought me there, with- | 
out the leaſt preparation for fo aweful a 
5 =. ceremony: 
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ceremony: that I was ſo well pleaſed, how- 
ever, with the remarkable devotion of the 
People, that I ſhould doubtleſs partake with 
them on ſome future day, when ! might be 
much better prepared, 

We then began a general converſation 4, 5 


in the courſe of which he gave me to under- 8 
ſtand, that having acquired a ſmall for- 
tune by mere dint of induſtry, which ena- 


bled him to live decently, without the care 


and fatigue of buſineſs, he had taken a 
ſmall houſe at Marybone, where the whole 
of his employ was confined to the cultivation 
of his garden, He likewiſe told me, that 
he was not what is ſtrictly called a Methodiſt, 
having been brought up in the true princi- 


ples of the Church of England; but per- 
ceiving the inactivity of the clergy in gene- 


ral of the Eſtabliſned Church, was in fact (to 


uſe his own expreſſion) of uo religion at all > 


and only came now and then to this place, 
becauſe he thought it differed very little 
from what Proteſtant churches ſhould be, and 


was, in his opinion, much better than they 


really are. Notwithſtanding which, con- 
ane he, I have my objections to theſe 


_ + people; as indeed I have to all ſects what- 
ever, whoſe tenets I am any way acquainted. 
2 with. To poem an this is my opinion 
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Paul truly propheſied, have departed from 


their conſcience ſeared with a hot iron; for- 
profeſſed tenets: ſuch a religion muſt, 


_ confeſſed, are a much more rational ſet of 


the temper of the times would: not per- 


LACIE. 888 9 KK „ A „ * - 


/ * 


and eſtabliſh, at once, the ancient ſimpli- 
city of the Chriſtian Religion! — 


-® 


v0 


© with the evil. Were they not quite ſo 


© ſcrupulous, (as they are leſs careleſs ß 
* Religion than the generality of Proteſtants) | 
&] ſhould be ready to pronounce them the 
8 4 true 


of them all ren piſs, who value 5 
themſelves on being the FA ancient kind 
of Chriſtians, are no doubt apoſtates from 
the true religion; and, as the Apoſtle 


bidding to marry, and commanding io abſtain 
* from meats, Theſe are their known and 


therefore, be abſurdity itſelf, — The Pro- 
teſtants are next; and theſe, it muſt be 


people than the former, having wiped 
away many of the ſuperſtitious fopperies |} 
of the Romiſſi Church. Pity it is, that 


mit them to make a thorough Reformation, 


Next 
are the Diſſenters, or Preſbyters, (for their 
difference is very trifling;) who, deter- 
* mined to avoid every branch of Romiſh *" 
_ © ſuperſtition, proteſt againſt all manner of 
forms; and thereby throw away the good | 


the faith : ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, having ö 
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true Church of CurisT, according to 
the beſt of my judgment. — Now for 


the people before us, ſometimes called 


Whitefieldites, but generally Methodijts ; to 
whom my great and almoſt only objection 
is, their ſeeming neglect of Gon Tar 
FATHER; by directing their prayers 
immediately to Gor 'THE Son, (inſtead o 
addreſſing them 20 hrs FATHER 7zhroagh. 
KIM; and, like the Proteſtants, bowing 


at Hrs name, without noticing that of urs 


FATHER.— The Anuabaptiſts differ 
very little from the Methodiſts, in any 
thing but the baptizmal ceremony ; which 
they do not adminiſter to infants, and after 
A particular form to perſons of riper years; 
and as this is contrary to the expreſs words 
of CR TS T, who ſays, Suffer little children 

to come unto Me, and forbid them not; you 
cannot wonder 'at 'my difapprobation of 


6 


their diſtinction. —— J fhall now only 
mention the Quaters; who being an ap- 


not meet with my cenſure, (though their 


doctrine appears to be ridiculous, as well 
as unſcriptural) did they not ſeem to trifle 
too much with the inſpiration of the Hol. 


GaosT, In fhort, the Third perſon of 


che Trinity is this people's favourite 


* branch z 


4 e AGMnts,- 


b branch; as the Second is that of the. |! 
© Methodiſts, and the Firſt of the Deiſts. = 
Neither of which extremes is, in my opi- | 
"4 nion, the right a.” ; 

Here the old gentleman ceaſed : and I 
was not a little pleaſed to find a perſon ſo 

extremely judicious, whoſe ſentiments of re- 
ligion perfectly agreed with my own. 

After this, I informed him of my Ram- 

bling Scheme; and aſked him to give me 

his affiſtance, by letting me know the par- 
ticulars of any remarkable characters pre- 
fent, with which he might be acquainted. 

_ . Accordingly, he immediately directed 
my attention to an aged female that ſat 

near the communion-table, who I had be- 

fore obſerved conſtantly lifting up her hands 
and eyes with the greateſt ſeeming devotion. 

That woman, ſaid he, is a finiſned hy- 
4 Foecrite. I have known her near twenty 


6 years; in the courſe of which, ſhe hass 


had no leſs than three huſbands: and 
having lately loſt her laſt; puts on this re- 
* markable appearance of zealous piety, 
to conceal the libidinous emotions of her 
heart; which beats ſtrongly for a raw {| 

country lad, who ſhe has promiſed to 

make her fourth, as ſoon as à decent time 
* of ee Is a and ſhe is con- 
$ vinced | 
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vinced he is faliciently converted to iafttify 
her choice on that account with her more 
conſcientious acquaintance. You will 


wonder, perhaps, what the young fellow 


can ſee agreeable in a perſon of her age 


and appearance : and whether it is from 
the extreme ſimplicity of the one, or the 


riches of the other, I am indeed at a loſs 
to determine. This, however, is certain; 
that her hypocritical conduct has brought 


buſineſs to her ſhop, and enabled her to 


rank with the moſt eminent retail dealers; 


which may perhaps induce the young 
fellow to marry her, for the ſake of bet- 
tering his fortune; who, moſt probably, 
when he has got her into the nuptial ſnare, 


will ſoon be tired of his deceitful ſpouſe, 


and launch into all the exceſſes and diſſi- 


pations of the town, with which ſhe now 
thinks him quite unacquainted ; leaving 
her to lament the folly of giving way to 


her deſires, and imagining her antiquated 
charms ſufficient to confine the boiſterc us 


Ne of a: vigorous | inexperienced 
outh.” 


When * had finiſhed this account, 1 


could not help remarking on the bad 


effects of religious hypocriſy ; ſince it 


not uy proves the bane of its poſſeſſors, 


C but 
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but greatly hurts the cauſe of that religion 
where it is found to be moſt prevalent. 
This has prejudiced many worthy perſons 
againſt the Methodiſts, who would other- 


wiſe reſpect and eſteem them: and the de- 


pPravity of a few, has (like national reflec- 
tion) been unjuſtly attributed to the whole. 
So that if a man now appears at all thought- 
ful about Gop and a future ſtate, he is im- 
mediately called a Methodiſt, an enthuſiaſt, 
and a madman, and theſe words are eſteemed 
ſy nonimous, implying that he is a Hpo- 
crite. 
After this, the old gentleman continued 
his obſervations. Take notice,” ſaid he, 
© of thoſe three young girls that fit in the 
pew on the left-hand ſide of the widow; 
who being come without their reſpective 


parents, are, notwithſtanding the folem- — 


© nity of the place, actually exchanging 
olances with a like number of youths in 
the right-hand gallery. Theſe are tradeſ- } 
men's daughters in the neighbourhood, 
with whom I am perfectly "acquainted z 
and was I not determined to reproye them, 
and promiſe to inform their parents if "uy 
continue theſe indiſcretions, would 
haps form ſuch fatal connections by their . 
imprudent behaviour, as might bring 


+» ever- 
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3 everlaſting ſhame and diſgrace on them- 
* ſelves, and deſtroy the happineſs of their 


«© ſeveral relations.“ 

After remarking on the levity of theſe 
young people, I perceived a middle- -aged 
woman, dreſſed in very genteel mourning, 


whoſe countenance beſpoke her to be a 
very different ſort of matron from that we 


had before obſerved, and begged to be in- 
formed if he knew who ſhe was. Glad 
1 am,” replied he, to have an opportu- 
© nity of making you acquainted with ſuch 
a character. She is indeed no hypocrite - 


her conduct has ever been irreproachable. 


About ten months ago ſhe loſt a moſt ex- 


« emplary huſband ; fince which time, ſhe 


© has experienced a variety of misfortunes, 


as little expected as deſerved ; and though 
© ſhe bears them with the greateſt poſſible 


fortitude, it is but too evident that they 
prey upon her conſtitution, and will ſoon 
« finiſh their own exiſtence, by putting an 


0 * end to her days. The young gentleman 


in dark grey clothes, that ſits on the op- 
« poſir ſeat, is her ſon who is an amiable 
* young man, and by his prudent conduct 


* gives her the only carthly pkaſure the 1 is 3 


capable of receiving.” 


Here the old gentleman pauſed; and re · 
fe & collecting 
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collecting my friend would be tired of 
waiting, I haſtily took my leave; after 
promiſing to call at his houſe on the firſt 


convenient opportunity. 
When I got out of the chapel, 1 found 


him very impatient for my return; for he 
| lad juſt ſeen a great crowd of people hur- 


rying acroſs the fields; and not being able 
LO ary the occaſion af ſuch a concourſe, 


- waited for me, in order to follow after ce 


But this not promiſing to be on a ſimilar 


ſubject with the greater part of the preſent 


chapter, I ſhall leave my reader to his re- 
ſiections on what has been already ſaid, by 
putting an end to che firſt Part. « of my per- 
«wbulation. 


CHAP. II. 


Bruiff ag-Match, conſe dered as a Species of 


Gaming Artful Scheme of a Knowing-- 
one defeated —— Deſcription of Bognigge 
Mells — Anecdotes, Sc. of the N 


TUDIOUS to render myſelf agree- 
able to the reader, [and willing to let 
hum know I think him obliged to me for it] 


I kindly g gave him room for reflection, by 


finiſh- 


ſ 
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finiſhing the firſt chapter; at a time when 


I had not ſufficient leiſure to inform my 


friend and conductor of the particulars 
therein contained, or indeed to conſider them 


myſelf. 
The hurry we were in to know the cauſe 


of ſuch a tumult, made us increaſe our 


uſual ſpeed; fo that we arrived at the place 
almoſt as ſoon as the multitude began to 
halt, and could then perceive, that it was 
chiefly compoſed of the moſt depraved part 
of the human ſyſtem. Theſe, we preſently 
learnt, were aſſembled together, i in order. to 


behold the dexterous manouvres of two 


noted bruiſers; who were then going to de- 


cide a ſuppoſed wager of twenty guineas, | 
dy their agility in boxing. A knowing 
one, however, who ſtood near us, whiſpered 


me gently that it was only a ſam fight; 


and, if I had a mind to bett any thing, 
would let me into the ſecret for a trifle ; 


adding, at the fame time, that [ might 


make it worth iny while; as he was very 


certain there were ſeveral green-b;rns pre- 
ſent, who would be eaſily taken in. 
| Shocked at fo baſe a propoſal, I mildly 


reproved him for making ſuch an overture, 


When I was inſtant; y "attacked with a 
volley of blaſphemous oaths: charging me 
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with being a religious hypocrite; and 1n- 
forming me, that I need have no ſcruples 
of conſcience about cheating any body, as 
he would have taken care I ſhould not have 
don much, let me have laid what I would: 
Certain of being greatly worſted, had I 
been diſpoſed to make any reply, 1 let him 
go on, without anſwering a word. So that 
finding he could make nothing of me, he 
plunged into the crowd as ſoon as he had 
ended his 5 and I ſaw no more of 
him. 
In the mean time, the two cle ws began 9 85 
tie encounter; handling their fiſts (if 1 
may be allowed this bear garden phraſe) 
with as much care and deliberation, as a 
couple of fencing-maſters would their foils : 


while the hands of their aſſociates were no 


doubt much nimbler employed about the 
' pockets of the unwary ſpectators, After 
a few flouriſhes, and two or three tumbles 
on the graſs, one of them acknowledged 
himſelf vanquiſhed, (without having re- 
ceived any viſible hurt;) and the other 
was declared conqueror, by a loud ſhout 
from the mob. 

_ Heartily diſguſted with this ſeene, we 
| quitted it with almoſt as much haſte as had 8 
brought 1's there: and, as we went along, 


my 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE. 1 
my friend informed me, that this kind of 


Ai verſion was by no means uncommon on a 


Sunday morning; ſo that he ſhould have 
inſtantly known the cauſe of their aſſembly, 
had they not met at a different part of the 
held from that generally appropriated to 


theſe occaſions, and which is called, by 


way of diſtinction, The Green Stage. 
He then obſerved, that what the fellow 


had ſaid about it's being a feigned battle, 
was moſt certainly true. And this,“ added 
he, © was artfully communicated with a 


view of deceiving you more importantly : 
for if you had been one of thoſe people 


who are fond of over- reaching others, 


* and had for that purpoſe accepted his 
* propoſal; he would have taken care to 
= 


mention the contrary perſon, (as indeed 
he afterwards intimated) and procure a 


companion to lay againſt you, in order to 


* bite the biter. Thus we ſee how eaſily 


thoſe who are fond of wagering may be 


time they think themſelves certain of dup- 
ing another, be themſelves the prey of a 
ſharper, without the conſolation of being 
inndeentiy 8 


The 


ſometimes taken in, by the plauſible pre- 
tences of a deſigning knave; and, at the 
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The juſtneſs of my friend's remark ex- 
tended itſelf, in my idea, to every ſpecies 
of gaming; a and I could not help exclaim- 
ing againſt the folly as well as villainy of 

gambling: whether at a ſimple bruiſing- 


— (chat favourite entertainment of the 


vulgar;) or the more refined charms of the 


cockpit or hazard- table: heartily wiſhing 


the civil magiſtrates would properly inter- 
poſe; and at leaſt aboliſh ſo much of this 


_ defloruRive infatuation, as comes immedi- 


ately under their province. | 
By this time, we had nearly reached 


Bagnigge Wells, and my friend adviſed 
that we ſhould call in and drink the waters; 
which, he informed me, were of a ſalutary 
effect, and would moſt probably, if they 
were at a greater diſtance from the metro- 


polis, be as much frequented as any of 


our more eminent ſpaws. And —. 1 


continued he, it is at preſent a place of 
* general reſort; ſo that we ſhall by no 
means find it barren of 'amuſement, I. 
have myſelf ſeen ſome hundreds of 42 
morning; whoſe various characters and 
appearance muſt certainly furniſn ſuffici- 
ent entertainment for a contemplative 
mind. And though there are ſeveral mi- 
nerals in the neighbourhood not to be de- 

5 : . 
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© ſpiſed, yet the ſuperior accommodations of 
this place render it more frequented than 


* any other, as I think it juſtly deſerves. 
After ſuch an account, I needed no invitation 


to enter; and we were immediately admit-_ 


ted, on paying only three-pence each. 


As we did not go to this place in the 


character of valetudinerians, we paid little 


attention to the waters; which are by no 
means diſagreeable to the palate, and are 
well deſcribed, as my friend acquainted me, 
in a little pamphlet wrote by Dr. Bevis, 


ſetting· forth their various virtues and effects, 
which the company may peruſe during their 
ftay. There are likewiſe ſeveral news- 
papers for the amuſement of the company; 
and, in ſhort, every accommodation that 


can reaſonably be expected or deſired. 


A few years ago,” ſaid my faithful con- 


ductor, this place had nothing to boaſt 


of; being only a little alehouſe, ſeldom 
viſited by perſons of any credit: but ſince 


* 


the preſent proprietor has had poſſeſſion, 
the gardens have been continually enlarg- 


which you now ſee them. So that they 


ro CE R aA 6 * 


of Vauxhall; and are much ſuperior to 


ing and improving, to the perfection in 


have at preſent very little to envy, in my 
opinion, even the juſtly celebrated ones 


. 
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© moſt of the numerous tea- gardens you 
will viſit in the afternoon : The great 
© room, too, continued my friend, which 
is now converted into two, was ſome time 
ſince much admired for it's elegance; 
and greatly frequented, on account of a 


ment of the company. The organ, how- 
ever, .is not now ſuffered to be uſed; 

none being permitted at the public places 
in this county, ſince the opening of the 
Pantheon in the Spaw Fields; and the. 


c 
. 
5 
« 
« 
5 
fine organ placed there for the entertain- 
2 
. 
4 
* 
* 
5 


© room I is divided, (though the former ele- 
* gance remains) becauſe of the vaſt num- 


* ber of people that uſed to walk there, to 
the great hinderance of the waiters, who 

: were by that means prevented from giving | 
proper attendance.” 

When my friend had 1 me of theſe 
particulars, I proceeded' to take a view of 
the place; which I found to conſiſt of ſe- 
veral beautiful walks, ornamented with a 
great variety of curious ſhrubs and flowers, 
all in the utmoſt perfection. About the 
centre of the garden is a ſmall round fiſh- 


pond, in the midſt of which is a curious 


fountain, repreſenting a cupid beſtriding a 
ſwan which ſpouts three ſtreams of water 
Wrong 1 its beak to a great height, Round 
this 
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this place, and indeed almoſt over the whole 
garden, are genteel ſeats for the company; 
which, my friend faid, we ſhould undoubt- 
_ edly find quite full in the afternoon, not- 
withſtanding their prodigious number. At 
a little diſtance from the pond, is a ſmall 

neat cottage, built in the rural ſtile; and 


not far from that, over a bridge leadin 


acroſs a piece of water that paſſes through 


part of the garden, is a pretty piece of 
grotto-work, large enough to contain near 


twenty people. Beſides which, there is a 
houſe, and ſeveral ſeats placed by the wa- 


. ter- ſide, for ſuch of the company as chuſe to 


ſmoak, or drink cyder, ale, &c. which are 
not permitted in the other parts of the 


garden. 


Having ſufficiently admired this agreea- 


ble place, I did not wonder at my friend's 
encomiums, though they at firſt ſeemed to be 


rather. exaggerated. We then began to 
ſurvey the company, made up of about three 
hundred perſons; among which were ſe— 


veral genteel females, and one in particular 


of exquiſite beauty, with whom my com- 


panion appeared to be acquainted, * Who 
_ © 1s that lady,“ ſaid I to him, that you Juſt ö 


now complimented en paſſant ?? She is, 


replied he, * the wite of an eminent trade(- 
” man a 
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man in the city; and! is but lately raiſed 


© to that honour from being his menial 


_ © ſervant. 5 
About two years ago, he loſt his wiſe, 
© to whom he had been married many years; 
© and though he is now near ſeventy, and 
© has ſeveral marriageable children, has been 
. fooliſhly drawn into wedlock by the artful 
© contrivance of this woman. Having ad- 


_ © mitted him to the greateſt familiarities, af- | ; 


© ter the death of his wife, ſhe informed him 
that ſhe found herſelf with child ; and beg- 
ged his advice how to act: For,” added ſhe, 
I have frequently heard my father ſay, 
* and confirm it with the moſt ſolemn oath, 
« that if any man ſhould be baſe enough to 
ruin his daughter, he would certainly kill 
* him the firſt opportunity; nor did he 
« doubt, as he uſed to ſay, but he ſhould. 
receive his Majeſty's clemency, when the 
« circumſtances of the caſe, and how great 
„the aggravation was, were properly con- 
„ ſidered. Now, as I know him to be a 
« very reſolute man, and am certain that he 
never forfeited his word, when he ſwore 

to any thing; Iam afraid, when he knows 
« you have ruined me, (and know he cer- 
« tainly muſt, for I ſhall not be able to 
icke it much youge) chat he will oy ſome 
15 means 


Here ſhe ſhed abundance of tears, 4 


B 


* mA Aa 


help loving) will be murdered, and my fa- - 
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means or other put an end to your life. 
So that I ſhall be deprived at- once of 
all I hold dear in the world: you (who 
though you have ruined me, 1 cannot 


ther hanged for doing it. Every 3 
perſon will ſhun me! I ſhall be poo 
deſpiſed, and abandoned! And, whak 
grieves me more than all the reſt, the 
innocent little infant, the child of your 
own body, (if 1 ſhould live to bring it 
into the world) will undoubtedly come 
to want, and one day curſe it's wicked 
and imprudent parents!“ 


hung about his neck with every mark of 
fondneſs; while the old gentleman kindly 
ſympathized with her; and, in the ful- 
"neſs of his heart, promiſed to marry her 
the next day, in order to prevent the 
effects of what her father had ſo reſolutely 
threatened, and make her all the amends _ 
in his power, She then drew a note from 1 
her pocket, which ſhe had previouſly co- q 
pied from one wrote by an attorney, re- . 
queſting him to ſign it, if he meant to x 
do her juſtice. Startled at this, he at firſt 1 
ſeemed to decline: but the thoughts of | 
her father's revenge, together with her | 


apparent 
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apparent love, and concern for his pre- 
ſervation, at length determined him; and, 


In an evil hour, he ſigned the fatal paper. 
After this, he knew it was needleſs to 
refuſe what he had promiſed; and, in a 


few days, they were married. 


As the whole of this contrivance was 
evidently planned to enſnare the old man, 


(the affair of her pregnancy being with- 
out the leaſt foundation) ſhe found her- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of procuring a 


younger perſon, in order to make good 


that part of her ſtory. For this purpoſe, 


ſhe gave too much encouragement to a 
gentleman that viſited her huſdand, who 
baſely reduced her to the neceſſity of ſend- 


ing for me, on another account: when 


ſhe took the opportunity of attributing 


her illneſs to a miſcarriage ; which per- 


fectly ſatisfied her deluded huſband, and 
he has never once doubted her virtue. 
Having entirely eradicated the diſorder, | 


adviſed her to a courſe of theſe waters, 


which are admirably adapted to reſtore 


healtli and vigour after any kind of illneſs: 


and this, I ſuppoſe, is the reaſon of her 
being here this morning.“ 


My friend having e : mild 


not help. admiring the artfulneſs of the wo- 


man 5 | 
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man; though I by no means approve the 


latter part of her conduct, and think her 


juſtly puniſhed for ſo much W. ckedneſs 
and ingratitude. T he old man was alſo 


rightly ſerved, by being drawn into matri- 
mony; for when he had been indiſcreet 
enough to debauch fo fine a woman, that 
was the only recompence he could make 


her. The only perſons to be pitied are the 


children; who, though they could not pre- 
vent their father's crime, will ſeverely ſuffer 
for it; as the extravagance of their mother- 


in-law every day leſſens their fortune. 


Hardly had I made theſe remarks, when. 
_ a ſtrange figure paſſed by, which ſeemed to 


attract general notice. 1 hough he appeared 


to be a young perſon, he was dreſſed in the 
habit of an old man in the middle of the 
laſt century; and his pale meagre face was 
partly loſt in a large bag-wig, that hung a 
great way down his back, and was of an 


enormous ſize, His legs, which ſeemed 
hardly able to ſupport his very thin carcaſe, 
were covered with a pair of coarſe hoſe, 
and moved with a flow, ſolemn, and pro- 
ceſſional pace. Perceiving my friend look 


at him with a ſcornful countenance, I aſked 


if he knew any thing of him. I diſclaim 


1 *« any knowledge of To deſpicable a being,” 
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anſwered he, though I have frequently 
ſeen him. He is ſtrongly ſuſpected of being 
* one of thoſe who are guilty of a crime 
too horrid to mention, without polluting 
the page in which it is recited; and is im- 
* agined to perſonate a feinale, becauſe he 
Ml conſtantly wears thoſe gloves with which 
you now ſee him, even at meals, in order 
to make his hands more delicate. He 
* uſed to dine at an eating-houſe near Chan- 
cery Lane; from whence the continual 
* frieers of the company at length drove 
him away. This is all I know, or deſire 
© to know, of ſo contemptible a character, ; 
* and was communicated to me by a 
young gentleman W O frequents that | 
houſe.“ 
Being ſufficiently informe of this de- 
teſtable wretch, I directed my eyes in ſearch 
of other characters, more worthy of notice; 
and preſently perceived a young man very 
genteely dreſſed, who appeared to be in a 
deep conſumption. 1 his, my friend in- 
formed me. was the ſon of a gentleman at 
Hampſtead, poſſeſſed of an independent 
fortune. He has been in a declining ſtate 
ſome time,' ſaid my conductor, proceed- 
ing from a diſappointment in love. About 


_ © two years ago, yaving received a compe- 
tent 


A 


KS G O N GB, @ & 


A SUNDAY RAMBLE. 29 


tent knowledge of the learned languages, 
at Eton-School, he went to reſide with 
his father during the ſummer ſeaſon, pre- 


vious to finiſhing his ſtudies at one of the 


univerſities. While he was at home, he 
conceived the moſt paſſionate eſteem for 


an amiable young lady, (the daughter of 


a poor clergyman on the borders of Wales) 


who officiated as governeſs to one of 
his ſiſters, and entertained an equal regard 


for him. Conſcious, however, that ſhe 
could not expect to be honourably united 


to one ſo much her ſuperior, ſhe prudently 


informed his mother of the declaration 10 5 


had made; and begged to be adviſed, 


a matter which ſo nearly concerned ag 


Accordingly, ſhe was ſecretly ſent down 


to her father; with a very handſome pre- 


lent, and the promiſe of future friendſhip 
and aſſiſtance, as a qward for her inge- 

nuous conduct. As ſoon as the young 
gentleman knew of her departure, he 


employed every poſſible means to find out 


the place of her retreat; but the affair 


had been conducted with fo much privacy, 


that he could not gain the leaſt intelligence. 


He then fell into a decline; and was, by 


the time he ſhould have left home to 
* purſue his ſtudies, evidently on the bor- 
> Wi ders 
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ders of the grave. Alarmed at the thoughts 


of loſing their only ſon, his parents employ- 
ed the moſt ſkilful of the faculty, to en- 
deavour at reſtoring his health. But every 
effort was fruſtrated : his mind, not his 


body, being diſeaſed, in vain did they try 
the power of medicine. They then in- 
formed his mother, that unleſs ſhe could 
perſuade him to confeſs the cauſe of his 
illneſs, and at all events endeavour to 
remove the obſtacle to his happineſs, it 


would be impoſſible he ſnould long ſur- 


vive. Then, and not before, ſne found 
it neceſſary to inform his father of his 


violent regard for his ſiſter's late gover- 
neſs ; and that it was on that account only 


the bad been ſent home. So eager were 


they both for his recovery, that it was 
immediately agreed to ſend for the young 


lady; with the Pfupiſe of receiving her 
as their daughter, Af it was poſſible for 
her to comply, conſiſtent with her own 


happineſs, In the mean time, the old 


lady having obliged her fon to confeſs. 
what ſhe had long before been acquainted _ 
with, told him that his father had con- 
ſented to his union with Miſs Merit; and 
that ſhe was hourly expected. It is eaſier 

to conceive, than deſeribe, the | Joy which 


* this 
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chis intelligence gave him: from that day, 
however, he began to amend; and, with 
the aſſiſtance of theſe waters, which he 
has for ſome time conſtantly attended, 
will doubtleſs be fufficiently recovered in 
a ſhort time, to reſtore his parents Happi- 
neſs, as well as complete his own.?“ 
..- the time my friend had finiſhed this 
narrative, our appetites began to inform 
us that breakfaſt would be very acceptable; 
and as we could not ſtop here for that pur- 
poſe, conſiſtent with our plan, we were ob- 
liged to leave this place, without noticing 
many remarkable characters. I muſt not 
forget, however, that juſt as we quitted 
the gardens, we were preſented with the 
addreſs of two ladies of eaſy virtue, requeſt- 
ing our attendance by four in the afternoon; 
but as we did not think proper to com- 
ply with their ind invitation, we immedi- 
ately returned the card, to prevent their 
being diſappointed, and proceeded on our 
way to the intended coffee. houſe. | 


4 
.'C 
4 
4 
8. 


C HAP. 


— — 


e 2 2 


3 
— 4 LA nite nr eng 


— 


_—_— 


r* —— > - "ata 
— 7 n 


— Þ * - 
— 2 n 
* 


7 9 
4; 


„. * 


ec — —— — —— ⁊˙ 
6 — oy. * R 0 
| pg $0 


5 TD" 
— 


3 


9 * 2 
r 5 


Cohre- Houſe deſeribed — 


32 A SUNDAY RAMBLE) 


CHAP. "oo 


Charakters there 
Thoughts © on the Nef 


met with. 
State of Politics. 


; r T E Place v we judged moſt convenient 


for our morning repaſt, was one of 


the principal coffee-houſes near the Royal 


Exchange; and, in our way thither, we 


could not but remark the great number of 
frixcurs, who were cvery where ſtriding along 
the ſtreets with the utmoſt expedition. When | 
we arrived, we found the room tolerably 
full of various kinds of people. The ſober 


Citizen, the ſtock-jobber, and the politician, 


were promiſcuouſly ſeated together; ſipping 
their coffee, reading the papers, and 5 


ing their ſeveral talents, (or want of talents) 


in curious arguments on their favourite to- 
picks. Some were enquiring the price of 


ſtocks, others the ſtate of trade; while 


others, more ridiculous than either, were 


planning ſchemes for paying the national 


debt without any laues at all, and contriving 
methods to humble the Americans, and ob- 

lige them to ſubmit to the decrees of a 
parliament which, ſo far from repreſenting 


them n 
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them, does not in reality repreſent our- 
ſelves. Theſe were oppoſed by thoſe of 
contrary prineiples ; and the noiſe of their 
arguments, together with the little reaſon 
contained in "them, gave neither fatis- 
faction nor information to any of the 
Hearers, 
In the midſt of chis confuſion, Lobſerved 
a x young man, very indifferently clad, whoſe 
high check. bones prognoſticated him to be 
a Caledonian, ſitting in a box by himſelf, 
and writing with the greateſt ſeeming com- 
poſure on ſeveral ſmall pieces of paper 
which lay before him, figned, as I could 
plainly perceive, with the letters T. S. 
When he had finiſhed about half a ſcore, 
he placed them carefully in an old letter- 
caſe; and ſwallowing down the dregs of 


his liquor, hurried away, without appearing 


to take the leaſt notice of any perſon pre- 
ſent. When he was gone, my friend ac- 
quainted me, that he knew him well; and 
that he was a native of Scotland, who, 
having received a claſſical education, was 
come to England in hopes of making afor- 
tune, and eftabliſhing his fame, by the 
literary merit he imagined himſelf to be i 
poſſeſſed of. The London bookſellers, 
however,“ continued my friend, not hav- ; 
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ing diſcernment enough to perceive tlie 
0 capacity of his extenſive genius, ſeldom 
employed him in any thing but claborate 
tranſlations, or ſentimental novels; where 
he found himſelf obliged to write much 
more for money than an ordinary hackney- 
writer, without the leaſt allowance for 
abilities. Tired of ſuch ſervile employ; 
he determined to quit the ſervice of the 
bookſellers, and woo the tragick muie. 
For this purpoſe, he compleated a tra- 
gedy z and doubted not but it would gain 
him the approbation, as well as encourage- 
ment, of the publick : but, alas! the 
managers were too dull to oblerve the 
beauties of this excellent performance; 
and, after making him dance attendance 
above a dozen tines, returned the piece, 
with the following laconic anſwer-—** Ne 
&* bave enough of TH1s ſort.” Diſappointed 
in an endeavour which he had flattered 
© himſelf could not fail of ſucceſs, he hard- 
ly knew what ſcheme to deviſe, in order 
to gain a neceſſary ſubſiſtence ; at length 
he determined to advertiſe for a place 
and, in conſequence of ſuch mode of ap- 
plication, has reſpectively filled the ſeveral 
{tations of ſhopman, boarding - {cho-l 
whe, . clerk, and out-rider : moſt of 
| Fs © which 
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inattention to buſineſs, owing to the great 


* 


He is now commenced news- collector for 
the papers, and occafionally writes eſſays 
for and againſt adminiſtration, under dif- 


R Q KK 


«K «„ „ „ 


paragraphs, which probably contain mur- 


K N Gs 


* 


never attempted, or robberies that have 
never happened; notwithſtanding which, 


a W „ 6 


to-morrow, will intitle him to fixpence ; 
and they are ſigned with the initials of 


A 


* who follow the ſame employ “. 
The account my friend gave of this un- 


fortunate young man, naturally ſuggeſted 


that well-known aſſertion of Mr. Pope — 


& A little learning is a dangerous thing;“ 


at the ſame time that it ſtrongly confirmed 
an opinion I ever had, that education, with- 
out genius, is of little conſequence in the 


literary 


deſire he has to be conſidered as an author, 
which engroſſes the whole of his thoughts. 


ferent ſignatures. The ſeraps you have 
juſt ſeen him manufacture, are news- paper 


ders that were never committed, battles 
that were never fought, rapes that were 


every one that appears in the papers of 


the name he juſtly aſſumes, (viz, Tom 
Scribble) that it may be known by whom | 
each was ſent; as there are many others : 
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literary world, and that (tho' they appear 
to be contradictory terms) 1t is even poſſible | 
to be a learned Bloctbead. | 
After theſe obſervations, my friend point- | 
ed out a ſhabby old fellow with a dark 
complexion, ſtrongly expreſſive of the fra- 
ternity to which he belonged, informing me 
that he was a ſon of Iſrael, who had amaſſed 
a conſiderable fortune, by the calamities 
of others. He lives,“ continued my 


| Friend, near St. Mary Axe, and daily ad- 


« vertiſes to lend money on annuities, places, 
commiſſions, and other valuable ſecurities; LL 
which he generally contrives to get entirely 
into his own hands for a trifle, and then 
diſpoſes of them at a very advanced 
price. Beſides which, he redeems goods 
out of pawn; procures bail for ſinking 
tradeſmen ; and buys off their whole 
ſtock, previous to the ſuing out a 
commiſſion of bankruptcy by their cre- 
ditors. In this manner, he drags on 
his loathſome life ; noxious to the public 
in general, deteſted by every honeſt man, 
and dreaded by all thoſe whoſe neceſſities 
or extravagance oblige them to have any 
concerns with him. And though he lives 
in the conſtant commiſſion of crimes of 
the moſt alarming conſequences, he fears 
Not 
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not to be puniſhed ; as the legiſlature 
cannot eaſily reach his vices, was it even 
_ © diſpoſed to make the attempt. 
The next that engroſſed our attention 
was a grave Citizen, who fat liſtening to the 
various debates without uttering a ſingle 
word, and now and then gave a contemptuous 
ſmile at their ridiculous arguments ; for- 
getting, at the ſame time, that himſelf was 
an object of ridicule, from the formal 
5 ſingularity of his appearance. 
During theſe remarks, an elderly gentle- 
man walked into the room, and imme- 
diately accoſted my friend in the moſt fa- 
miliar manner, placing himſelf in the ſame 
box with us. After a few compliments, 
J ventured to aſk his opinion of the preſent 
ſtate of politicks; and what he thought 
would be the conſequence of our preſent 
diſpute with the Americans: to which he 
replied, that it was a topick, fo differently 
handled, that it was almoſt impoſſible to 
: get at the right end of the {tory ; but from 
the little conſideration he had beſtowed on 
the ſubject, he thought the Americans were 
indeed blamable, though much leſs ſo than 
our parliament ; who, according to his idea 
of the conſtitution, could have no right to 
impoſe laws on a people they do not Tepre- 
E — ours 
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ſent, when thoſe people are repreſented by 
others, who do not think ſuch laws either 
Juſt, reaſonable or neceſſary. With reſpect 
to the conſequences, he ſaid, there ſeemed 
to him but little doubt of their perſeverance 
in the reſolutions they have already formed, 
to hold no manner of commerce with theſe 
| Kingdoms ; the bad effects of which were 
already felt among ſuch branches of our 
manufactures as have been accuſtomed to 
trade to thoſe parts. He then obſerved 
upon the Quebec-Bill; which, he ſaid, 
appeared to him of a much more alarm- 
ing nature than the former; that being, 
at moſt, but a temporal concern, this a 
ſpiritual one. Nor could he conceive, as 
he ſaid, how it was poſſible for both 
Houſes of Parliament to conſent that 
Popery ſhould be the eſtabliſhed religion of 
ſo great a part of his Majeſty's dominions; 
when they Know, that it cannot be eſta- 
bliſhed in any part, according to the ex- 
eſs words of the coronation-oath, without 
the moit flagrant breach of our invaluable 
Tights and privileges. He concluded, with 
wiſhing that both theſe acts might be re- 
pealed ; ſince, if they are not liable to be 
attended with ſuch bad conſequences as is 
100 gencrally imagined, it would at leaft 
reſtore 
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reſtore the publick tranquility, and revive 


the languid ſtate of our American trade. 


I could not help admiring the extreme 
diffidence that accompanied the old gentle- 
man's remarks ; which contained, notwith- 
ftanding, muck more ſolid ſenſe and reaſon 
than all the numerous arguments I had be- 


fore heard on the ſubject. 
As ſoon as he had drank his dim of cho- 
colate, and ſkimmed over the papers, he 


took his leave with the ſame appearance of 


friendſhip he had uſed at his entrance. My 
friend then began to inform me who he was 
— © That gentleman,” ſaid he, © is one of 
© the principal merchants in this metropolis. 
1 have been acquainted with him many 
years; and though he is ſuppoſed to be 


the pride and conſequence of the meaneſt 
of his clerks. Though he poſſeſſes, as 
it is eaſy to perceive, a very good ſhare 
of underſtanding, he does not think him- 


o 
0 

worth upwards of a plum, has not half 
c 


* ſelf properly qualified to fill the high of- 


_ © fices of this city; and has therefore care- 
fully avoided them, notwithſtanding the 


* repzated ſolicitations of his friends. "Un- 
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ambitious of worldly ſplendour, he has 
trained his ſon to the ſame honourable 
5 employ. with himſelf; and only waits till 
he 
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© he has ſufficiently acquainted. him with 


t the commercial buſineſs, before he entire- 
IIy quits trade, anꝗ retires to a fine eſtate 
© he has lately purchaſed in one of the moſt 


* agreeable parts of the kingdom.“ 
By the time my friend had finiſhed this 


relation, we found our appetites ſufficiently 
fatisfied ; and not perceiving any other 
characters worthy of notice, we thought 
proper to quit this place: which we im- 


mediately did, on paying for our breakfaſts, 


and receiving an agreeable {mile from the 


captivating * of a very beautiful bar- 


1 maid. 


CHAP. IV. 


Charity Sermons — Cuſtom of Gilling at Ta- 


UT NS V. arious C haratters. 


THEN we Andie the n 
my friend adviſed that we ſhould 
20 to ſome place of publick worſhip ; 

| which, he obſerved, would not only im- 


prove our own minds, but furniſh. a good 
example 
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example for the reader, by ſhewing = . 
the poſſibility of attending the ſervice of 
his MAKER, without interrupting the in- 
nocent amuſements of the day: and, as 1 
recollected to have ſeen a paragraph in the 
Saturday's paper, mentioning that there 
would be a charity ſermon at St. Mary le 
Strand's, on the following morning, by the 
Biſhop of „ curioſity prompted me 
to go thither, chat I might hear that very 
uncommon thing, a biſhop preach... Ac- 
cordingly, we made the beſt of our way 
there; and: arrived juſt time enough to 
perceive ſeveral well-drefſed people com- 
ing out of the church.. Surpriſed at ſuch 
a circumſtance, as I was certain the ſermon 
could not poſſibly. be begun, I aiked my 
friend what he thought. was. the mean- 
ing of it; when he informed me, that he 
imagined there had been either à curious 
anthem by ſome celebrated vocal perfor- 
mers, or an extraordinary fine piece of 
muſick by an admired organiſt; at which 
times, he ſaid, it was no uncommon thing 
to ſee a number of the muſical gentry 
leave the church; not only. to avoid. the 
unharmonious voice of: the miniſter, bur. 
that they might be able to make their exit 
genteely, without the inconvenicnce of drop- 
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ping their mites in the church- warden 
plates. 
After this, we entered the church, and 
ng ourſelves quite ſoon enough to hear 
a very excellent diſcourſe, on a more ex- 
cellent ſubject. Strongly did the reverend 
 prelate plead the caufe he had undertaken; 
nor could he poſſibly fail of ſucceſs, where 
the heart was not callous to every tender 
feeling. As foon as he had finiſhed, the 
children were placed at the doors, and 
loudly implored the affiftance of the nume- 
rous congregation ; fo that even thoſe whoſe 
penurious diſpoſitions would not permit 
them to part with a farthing from motives 
of charity, Were compelled to do it through 
ſhame. 
As we came out of the inch: my y friend 
acquainted me that there was a place cloſe 
by, which it would by no means be 1mpro- 
per to viſit; as it was famous for a cuſtom 
that prevails at moſt taverns in town, and 
procures no ſmall confumption of their in. 
terior wines. The cuftom alluded to,? 
continued he, is the furniſhing dum- 
« plins, cold meat, &c. for their morning 
* gueſts, who are called gillers; and this 
practice occaſions many to viſit them, 
particularly on a Sunday, who never 
| „5 make 
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make their appearance at any other 
time; but as they know this ſort of 
people tolerable well, the waiters gene- 
rally take care they ſhall not have an 
over good bargain, by furniſhing them 
with the' worſt liquors, and not the beſt 
proviſions. This houſe, however, is an 
exception from the general- rule; ; and 
though you are an entire ſtranger, you 
"'Y never meet with bad wines, or Giſagrec- 
bie victuals? . | - 
By this time we found Heri in the 
place he had mentioned, and having or- 
dered a pint of Liſbon, began to take 
a ſurvey of the company. Scarce had we 
ſeated ourſelves, when we were accoſted ” 
a a ſmart young fellow, with -- Well, : 
tlemen, what are your thoughts of a war! - 
Do you think our government will inter- 
fere in the quarrel between the Portu- 
gueſe and Spa iards, after the many proofs 
they have had of the infidelity of that 
daſtardly ſet of people ?? © I know not 
Sir,” replied my friend, © how to anſwer 


HS, 2 R 2 


rupture between choſe powers, has not 
yet been otherwiſe authenticated, than by 
news- paper authorities, which I do not 
hold to * ſufficient proof of the bee. 
* but 
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your interrogations z as the report of a 
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© but, I ſhould i imagine, if they really are 
© at variance; our people know better than 
to eſpouſe the cauſe of the Portugueſe, 
* who by no means deſerve it at their hñaands; 
© eſpecially when it is conſidered, that the 
whole of their abilities is abſolutely ne- 
« ceſſary, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
to bring about a reconciliation with the 
diſaffected coloniſts, and eſtabliſh unani- 
+ mity at home. Charmed with the affa- 
bility of my companion, the young gentle- 
man ſeemed deſirous of being better ac- 
quainted; and as he had in every reſpect 
the appearance of a well-bred perſon, we 
were not leſs pleaſed with his company. 
After ſome converſation, by which we 
found that he was a ſtudent at Oxford, 
and heir to a very large fortune, he began, 
at our requeſt, to entertain us with an ac. 
count of ſome characters preſent. That 
young fellow, faid he, accompanied 
by the lank-haired ſtripling, is the 
ſon of a wealthy tradeſman in White- 
chapel; who is as well known in the 
environs of Cavent-Garden, and as fa» 
mous for his feats of gallantry, as any 
one in town, He boaſts that he has kill- 
ed his man, ſeduced his girl, cornuted 
bis friend, and drank ſeveral to death; 
= with, 
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with theſe qualifications, and a conſum- 
mate ſtock of affurance, he thinks him- 
ſelf intitled to rank with perfons in the 
moſt exalted ftations ; and indeed, to their 
ſhame be it ſpoken, I have frequently 
feen him in company with ſeveral of our 
nobility, whoſe vices he ſucceſsfully imi- 
tates. The firft knowledge I had of him 


was at my father's ; where he came upon 


a viſit with Lord H ***, and he had the 
impudence to make another, without 


any invitation, with a view of obtaining 


the affections of my ſiſter ; but my father 


having found what kind of a gentleman 
he was, forbid him the houſe, unleſs he 
choſe to undergo the diſcipline of being 


dragged through a horſe-pond; and this 
threat had the deſired effect, for he never 
after made his appearance there. The 
youth you fee with him, is a younger 
brother, who he is initiating in thoſe vices 
which render himſelf fo deſpiſed! “. 

© Obferve,* continued the young gentle- 


man, that pragmatical coxcomb, who is 


talking to the bar-maid ; ſee what pains 
he takes in endeavouring to perſuade her 
that ſhe has inſpired him with a paſſion 
which he is not capable of feeling. The 
whole of his affection is indeed centered 
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in his own ſweet perſon ; ; and he contem- 
Plates the dear image a hundred times a 

day, in a ſmall portable mirrour, which 
he wears in his pocket for that purpoſe. 
Pity it is, that the glaſs cannot give him 

an internal view, and ſhew him his folly 
and vanity in cheir proper light. Such an 
one would indeed be an uſeful companion, 


as it might frequently preſerve him from 


the ridicule of his acquaintance.” | 
The tall meagre figure, that eats ſo 
very ravenouſly one would imagine he 
had not had a regular meal for a month, 
is a French teacher to ſeveral boarding- 

ſchools round London; but his pay 
is ſo very ſmall, and his neceſſary expences 


fo great, that he can hardly make ſhift 


to get a living, and therefore takes care 
to eat hearty whenever cheap proviſion 
comes in his way. The perſon that fits 
with him is a dancing-maſter, and quali- 
hes grown perſons to dance cotillions, Ne. 
of an evening, after he has attended his 
boarding-ſchool cuſtomers in the day- 
time, in company with the Frenchman.” 
This intelligence taking up near an hour, 


we found ourlelves obliged, ſomewhat ab- 
ruptly, to take leave of the young gentle- 
man, after returning him thanks for his 


very agreeable compa x. CHAP. . 
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CHAP. v. 


= Wi all to Highgare - Sunday Ordinary—— 
TY Charatters with Remarks. e 


HE day being rethirliably fine, we 
1 agreed to take a walk as far as High- 
gate, to dinner where my friend told me 

vue ſhould meet with a good ordinary, and 
plenty of genteel company. In our way 
| thither, we could not help noticing the 

_ vaſt quantities of field mendicants, who 
would not indeed let us paſs them without 
telling their diſmal ſtories, and imploring 
our kind aſſiſtance to preſerve them from 

the ſharp attacks of hunger; though, my 

friend obſerved, that too many of 
had a much greater inclination to purchaſe 
2 certain kind of liquor, commonly called 
by the name of gin, which frequently ſup- 
plies the Place both of food and raiment. 
There are,“ faid my friend, * ſeveral pub- 
* lick-houſes in St. Giles's, ſupported almoſt 
< * entirely by this kind of people, where 
you may every evening behold the lame 
© reftored to the uſe of their limbs, the 

_ © fick to their health, and the blind to their 

6 bit, 1 would not, however, be under- 
6 ſtood. 


them 
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© ſtood to mean that this is the caſe with 
all the beggars we ſee, many of them are 
no doubt in real diſtreſs; ; and though it 
is difficult to diſtinguiſh an object of cha- 


6M 


deterred from acts of compaſſion, as the 
Intention, not the effect, is s principally to 
be regarded.“ : 
Being arrived at the top of Highgate 
Hill, we ſtopped a few minutes to admire 
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rity from an impoſtor, we ſhould not be 


the beautiful proſpect that agreeable fitua- 


tion commands over the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, and the Kent and Surry 
hills beyond them; and then proceeded, 

as it was rather late, to the intended ordi- 
nary; where, when we arrived, dinner be- 
ing on the table, we immediately ſat down, 
And made a very hearty meal. 
When we had tolerably well appeaſed 5 
our appetites, we began to take notice of 
the company, conſiſting of near twenty 
_ perſons; among which were the landlord 
and landlady, who we obſerved to beſtow 
ſeveral ſour looks on a thin well-dreſſed 
man with a {allow complexion, whom they 


ſeemed to think (and nat without reaſon) | 


cat a great deal more than he intended to 
pay for. This perſon, my friend acquainted 


me, was no other than the famous Signior 
Dile- 
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| Dileranti, ſo celebrated for his muſical abi- 


lities, and who raviſhes the ears of the 
brilliant audiences at the Opera-houſe. He 
is a native of Italy,“ continued my friend, 
and was imported here for the amuſement. 


of the nobility, at a very high price. 
terially deficient as a man, is frequently 


fortune; but whether it be on account of 
his ance talents, or that he has ſome 


* | * 3 S: * 
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determine.“ 


My friend 5 deſired me to take no- 
tice of a young man very ſhabbily dreſſed, 


informing me, that he was a hackney- 


writer, and capable of getting two or three _ 


, — a week, at ſtated times of the year; 
but that being at preſent out of employ, 


and not having prudence enough to lay by 
any thing when he had it in his power, 
Was obliged to depend upon the bounty of 


'& diſtant relation, who never advanced a 


ſingle ſhilling, without ſevere but Juſt re- 
: proots for his thoughtleſs conduct. The 


* ſmart youth you ſee him in diſcourſe with, 


| fad my friend, * 1s office-clerk to a perſon | 
of repute in Gray" J Inn, and is in a fair 


8 — 


And though he is ſuppoſed to be ma- 


ſeen in company with ladies of rank and 


other method of rendering himſelf agree- 
able to them, I will not take . me to 
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way of being reduced to the ſame ſitua? 
tion with his companion, as he frequently 
partakes in his follies and extravagance. 
© By their being both booted, I ſuppoſe 
© they have raiſed money enough between 

them to hire a couple of horſes for half 


the day; and are probably going to take 


4 
o 
* 
c 
0 
c 
5 
* an afternoon's ride of twenty» or thirty 
miles. Frequent repetitions of this 
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amuſement will perhaps ſuggeſt to them, 


that they may ule it to advantage; and, 
though I wiſh not to be a prophet in 


© this reſpect, there is too much reaſon to 


think, that a dark evening, and vacant 


pockets, may ſome time or other induce 


them to be guilty of a crime which ſel- 
dom ſuffers its practiſers to eſcape Pi- 
ment, never ignominy.“ 

Ihe reſt of the company was chiefly, 
made up of reputable tradeſmen, ſome of 
them with their families, and other genteel 


perſons; who frequent the place, as my friend | 
obſerved, for the conveniency of being able 


to take a longer walk in that delightful 
neighbourhood, than they could poſſibly 


do were they to dine in town, 


After drinking our bottle, and ſpending | 


an hour or two in very agreeable converſa- 
tion on ee ſubjects, we quitted this 


PI 
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place, in purſaance of our deſign; and, as 


we went along, could not help remarking on 


the great utility of Sunday ordinaries; where, 
for the trifling charge of one ſhilling each, 
perſons might be accommodated with a gen- 


reel dinner, conſiſting of two or three dilhes 


of very excellent proviſions. 


In our way to Iſlington, that noted plags 


| O 
for the conſumption of cakes and ale, 


paſſed by Holloway, remarkable fc or the 
weekly ſale of cheeſecakes ; notwithſtanding 


which, as my friend informed me, they by ; 
no means equal in goodneſs thoſe made by 


the paſtry-cooks in town. Near this place, 
my friend pointed out a path leading up a 
ſteep hill, which he ſaid was the toad to 
Hornſey Wood; adjoining 

_ obſerved there was a tolerable decent tea- 


houſe, pretty much frequented by the 


genteeler fort of people, but as it 


was too far for us to reach conveniently, 


= adviſed that we ſhould decline viſiting 


Accordingly, we paſſed on through 
N with a deſign of noticing the 


ſeveral tea- gardens i in that neighbourhood ; 

but as they form a very material part of my 

_ Ramble, I ſhall ar leaſt honour their intro- 
quction with a new Chapter. 5 


E ©. CHAP. 


g to which, he 
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CHAP. VE. 


- Dejwiptio of White Conduit Houſe, Jubilee, 
a ntheon, ate? and _ ingion Gar- 
cus. . | 


\H E firſt garden we - vie was ; that 

of White Condun Houſe; which is 
ſituated on a riſing ground, oppoſite a con- 
Guit, from whence it takes it's name. The 
Proſpect is very extenſive, commanding a 
moſt agreeable view of the metropolis, and 
the ſurrounding country. The garden is 


formed into ſeveral pleaſing walks, prettily 


diſpoſed: at the end of the principal one, 
is a painting, which ſerves to render it much 
longer in appearance than it really is; and 
in the middle of the garden is a ſmall fiſh-' 
pond, encompaſſed with a great number of 
very genteel boxes for company, curiouſly. 
cut into the hedges, and adorned with a va- 
riety of Flemiſh and other paintings. T here. 


are likewiſe two handſome tea-rooms, one 


cover the other; as well as ſeveral ſmaller 
ones in the dwelling-houſe ; but as we were 
rather too early for the company, they con- 


tained no characters worthy of notice; ank 


: therefore, having entered this place by the 
coach- 
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coach load leading from Iſlington, we quit- 


ted 1t almoſt 1 nmediately, by the front gate, 
which only admits foot paſſengers. 


From hence we proceeded to the Jubilee - 
| Garden, a place, as my friend acquainted 
me, formerly known by the name of Dob- 


ney's Bowling Green; and then much fre- 
quented by the admirers of that manly ex- 


erciſe. But,* continued he, at the time 


Mr. Garrick thought proper to amuſe FR 
public with a Jubilee, at Stratford, 


place received the name of the Jubilee Tea- 
Garden; in compliance with the then pre- 

vailing taſte, which could not reliſh any 
thing, but what ſavoured of the Jubi- 
lee, 

When we entered the garden, 1 perceived 


e 


— . * 


that it was in a very ruinous condition; the 


walks not being kept in order, nor the 
hedges properly cut. There are, however, 
ſeveral good apartments in the houſe ; and 
two handſome tea- rooms on the north 
ſide of the bowling- green, built one above 
the other. And though truth will not 


permit me to ſay much in favour of the 


garden, juſtice requires that I ſhould ac- 
knowledge the extreme civility of the pre- 
lent neter, who ſeems indefatigable in 
* 8 his 


honour of the immortal SHAKESPEAR, "His 
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his endeavours to pleaſe by his very obliging | 
bchaviour. , 
_ Quitting this place, we croſſed the fields 
near Sadler's Wells, and paſſed by another, 
called Iſlington Spa. This, my friend 
informed me, was eſteemed one of the gen- 

teeleſt tea-gardens about the metropolis ; 

and was ſtill more eminent for a remarkable 
fine mineral: but at the time of our per- 
ambulation, it was not open for the public; 
the late proprietor's leaſe being out, (as we 
were given to underſtand) and the whole 
undergoing a thorough repair. 

The Pantheon in the Spa Fields next 
attracted our notice; which is a large round 
building, with the ſtatue of Fame on the 
top. The inſide conſiſts of two galleries 
reaching entirely round the whole, for com- 
pany to ſit in, and a proportionate number 
f feats at the bottom. In the middle is a 
curious ſtove, with fire- places all round, 
conſtructed in ſuch a manner as to carry off 

the ſmoke without any chimney, or the leaſt 
inconvenience to the company, and at the 
| ſame time warm the whole building in the 
ſevereſt weather. Beſide this, there is a 
beautiful garden, well diſpoſed into fancy- 
Walks, ornamented with a great variety of 


hrubs and fruit: trees. On one ſide of the 
garden 
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garden i is a large pond ; at the extremity of 


which 1s the ſtatue of Hercules with his 


club, on a high pedeſtal; and at the other 


end, a ſmall genteel building for company, 


up a handſome flight of ſtone ſteps. One 
ſide of the pond, and that end which con- 
tains the Herculean ſtatue, are likewiſe bor- 
dered with neat boxes for company, and 
there are a great number of ſeats diſperſed in 
different parts of the garden, together with 
ſeveral genteel tea-rooms belonging to the 
dwelling-houſe. Notwithſtanding the ſpa- 
ciouſneſs of this place, and the prodigious 
number of people it appeared to be capable 
of containing, my friend aſſured me he had 


frequently been there when there was hardly 


a place to fit down in. And indeed the 
rotunda was at this time ſo crowded, that 
the noiſe of the people's feet, together 
with the ſhape of the building, rendered i it 
no bad militude to what it was compared 
by a countryman preſent ; who ſtaring with 
great ſeeming aſtoniſhment at the multitude 


of people in the ſpacious galleries, declared 
it was the largeſt hee-hive he had ever be- 


held. To which an arch wag, who was 
pleaſed with the compariton, inſtantly re- 
plied---* Ay, friend, ſo it is; and though 


YN contains little elle but drones, 7ou will 


find, 
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8 find, if you truſt them too far, that many 


of them are not without ſtings.” 


Having ſufficiently noticed the place, we 
an to obſerve the company, conſiſting of 


ſome hundreds of people of both ſexes; - 


the greater part of which, notwithſtanding _ 
their gay appearance, were evidently neither 


more nor leſs, than journeymen taylors, 


hair-dreſſers, and other ſuch gente! people, 


attended by their proper companions, mil- 
liners, mantua- makers, and fervant-maids. 


There was likewiſe no ſmall number of 


thoſe who had thrown off even the maſk of 


virtue, and were come to this place to bar- 


—— 


ter their artificial charms for ſterling beauty, 


to ſuch unhappy youths as came in their 


way, with ſtronger paſſions than reflection. 
Some of the company were drinking tea, 

coffee, negus, and ſuch like female liquors; 
While others, of a different caſt, choſe to 
regale themſelves with a ſtronger beverage, 
and were ſwallowing down ſuch plentiful 
draughts of punch, red-port, &c. as muſt 


unavoidably ſooner inake the place go round 


them in appearance, than they round it in 
reality. 


Leaving this receptacle of noiſe and riot, 


we proceeded to Bagnigge Wells; which 
Vas fo greatly c Srouged, chat we found it no 
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eafy matter to paſs along the walks; and» 
though we were diſpoſed to have drank 
glaſs of wine, could perceive no place where 
we might conveniently: fit. As the hurry 
and buſtle of this place would not permit 


of any reflection, we quitted it as ſoon 
as we were able, and made the beſt of our 
way to Mary bone Garden,, 


From the pompous advertiſements of is 2 
entertainments of this place, and the extra- 
vagant prices impoſed for admiſſion to be- 


hold them, we imagined it muſt unavoidably 


be a ſuperlatively genteel place of Sunday 
reſort; though it being only juſt opened as 
a tea, garden, my friend had not yet viſited 
it. On paying ſix- pence each, we received 
two tickets, intitling us to the ſame 
value in any kind of liquor, and were admit- 
ted into the garden. Never was I more dii- 
appointed than with this wretched place; in- 


ſtead of beholding agreeable walks, beautiful 
alcoves, and delightful retreats; the garden, 


as it is arrogantly ſtiled, conſiſis of nothing 
more than two or three gravel roads, and a 


few ſhapeleſs trees. The places intended for 
company, are the meaneſt poſſible to con- 


ceive; and the tables, if they are worthy 


that name, being chiefly made of, unplaned 


goards wretchedly put together, are covered 
with 
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with ſtained dirty cloths, to prevent the 
tea-ſpoons, &c. from falling through the 


8 crevices. Thoſe parts which might other- 


wiſe ſomewhat reſemble a garden, are clog- 
ged with a parcel of rubbiſh and lumber, 
for the fire-works of Signior Torre, and 
other ingenious imitators of the infernal re- 
gions. In ſhort the whole place is in the 
greateſt confuſion and diſorder poſſible to 
imagine; and I only wonder that the publick 
Have ſo long bore with this daring impeach- 
ment of their underſtanding. The affront, 
however, appears to be at preſent pretty well 
_ reſented; for there was b 
company than foreign muſical performers, 
who being retained there the whole week 
beſides, probably think it their duty to at- 


ardly any other 


tend on a Sunday. Diſguſted at ſo great 
an impoſition, we preſented our tickets to 


VV ee = 
Scarce had we paſſed an hundred yards 


one of the waiters, and inſtantly quitted the 


from the houſe, when I perceived a gentle- 


man walking before us, whom I imme 

diately recollected to be the perſon I had 
ſeen at Tottenham Court Chapel; and was 
not a little ſurpriſed to find him and my 
friend ſalute each other in the moſt cordial 
manner. As ſoon as he recognized me, I 
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aſked him, if he could inform me of the Fs 
reaſon.why Marybone Garden was ſuffered 
to be in ſo ruinous a condition, when — --- 


prices of admittance to the entertainmentʒ 
of that place, greatly exceeded thoſe of 


Ranelagh and Vauxhall, with both which 
places it was not worthy of being named. 


It is a place, ſaid the old gentleman, * 1 
keldom viſit; and of courſe know very 


leaſe of the ground is nearly expired; and 


=_ 1 


do not think. it worth their while to put 


« it into repair, before they know whether 
© of will, be continued to them.“ After this 


information, we took leave of the old gen- 


tleman; and, as we went along, I told my. 
friend how 1 had n met with him; and ac- 
quainted him with the converſation. that 


paſſed, between us in the. chapel, which I 


had forgot to do before. At length, we . 
5 imperceptibly came to the borders of Hyde 


Park, and immediately croſſed to Kenſington 
| Garden. 


This place was the principal reſidence of 


| | GeorGE the ſecond, and indeed worthy the 


habitation of that revered. monarch. The 


garden is the moſt agreeable I ever beheld 
{roſe of Kew and Nihat, and Stow 1 in 


kg: 5 


little about it; but it is reported that the 


therefore, I ſuppoſe, the preſent occupiers 
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Buckinghamſhire, only excepted.) It is, 


however, like them, very extenſive; and 


contains a vaſt numberiof the moſt beautiful 
walks the ſtrongeſt imagination can conceive; 
So great, too, is the variety of charming 


* 


ſcenes in this delightful place, that every 
perſon, in every humour, may be accom- 


| modated to his with, Does the worſt with 
0 indulge his meditations in private --- 


15 [te and enjoy his own reflections; un- 
di 


ſturbed, but by the plaintive notes of the 


black bird, or the more melodious voice of 
the ſweet-warbling thruſn . Burns the beau 
to appear in a crowd of paicty and elegance 
--- he may viſit the enchanting walks behind 

the Palace and Green-houſe ; where he will 


find thoſe who equal him in dreſs, if they do 
not exceed him in vanity and affe2tation --- Or 
feeks the rejetted lover to forget the frowns of 
a capricious miſtreſs let him join the 
giddy crowd with the bean; and, from the 
evity of the females he will there behold, 
learn to deſpiſe the artful part of the ſex, 
and ceaſe to love where it is in vain to 
expect a return--- But, ſhould the more fuc- 


ceſsful one wiſh to breathe the ardour of his 


conſtant . pap to an uncoquetiſh fair --- 
requently quit the crowd, a 
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in the leſs frequented walks, melt her fond 


ſoul with ſofteſt tales of love. In 2 


word, the thoughtful, the giddy, the m- 


lancholy, and the gay, may all find places 
here to ſuit their reſpective diſpoſitions. 
A number of beautiful alcoves are diſ- 


perſed over the garden, generally ſo con- 
trived, as to command an agreeable proſpect 


through the moſt delightful viſtos; ſerving 


at once to repoſe the limbs and charm the 


eyes of the weary viſitants. For the better 
regulating the company, ſervants are placed 
at the different entrances, to prevent perſons 
meanly clad from going into the garden, 
Bur, notwithſtanding the great care that is 
taken to preſerve decency and decorum in 

this place, there is a generally complained of 
_ nuiſance prevails, the removal of which ſeems 


not to be attempted ; and that is, the un- 
pardonable folly of ſcribbling obſcene verſes 
on the glaſs of the green-houſe, &c. to 
the great offence of all thoſe who are not 


| loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame. And I cannot 


but remark, that though this practice is too 


well known, many apparently virtuous fe- 
males were poring over the lines; who, I 
muſt be charitable enough to ſuppoſe, were 
not capable of reading them; for they could 
not, 11 they comprehended their meaning, 
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| have peruſed them without bluſhing. I 


would, however, adviſe my more literate | 


countrywomen to inform them of their error; 
and likewiſe let them know, (what ſome of 


them have probably found by experience) 


that as well as the laughter ſuch imprudent 
conduct creates among the other ſex, they 


may frequently meet with hieroglyphicks, 
ſufficiently reſembling nature to explain their 
intended meaning, without the leaſt neceſſity _ 


of the ſpectators being able to name even 


the different letters of the alphabet. 


After walking about the garden for up- 
wards of an hour, in order to behold the 


principal beauties of the place, and finding 


ourſelves ſomewhat fatigued, we choſe a ſeat 


which happened to be Vacant near the Ken- 
ſington gate, where we could perceive every 


perſon that entered by that way. We had 


not been long ſeated, when a gentleman 


placed himſelf by us, and began to converſe 
with the greateſt familiarity. Perceiving, 


by his appearance and behaviour, that he 
was a man of rank and fortune, we eſteemed 


__ ourſelves not a little happy in having « chole 
this ſeat to reſt on; particularly, as he 


entertained us with an account of ſeveral 
of the nobility, as they entered the garden, 
zhe true chers of whom he en : 
10 


1 
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tobe perfectly xcquainted with. Among thoſe 
he deſcribed, were the duke of G --- and 


_ E--dD---, whoſe vices are pretty well known 


to the publick, without being enumerated. 
here; it is ſufficient to ſay, that they were 
accompanied by Miſs C- - and the infamous 
Mrs. B---, both well known in the theatri- 
cal world. When we had diſcourſed ſome 


time, he very politely took his leave; and 
as we followed after almoſt immediately, 


Vere not a little ſurpriſed to find, by the 
heraldry of the chariot he ſtepped into, that 


we had been converſing with no lefs a per- 


ſeon than the much eſteemed E- of T. 3 


who had, in the courſe of our converſation, 
artfully contrived to gain his own publick 
character from the mouth of my ſenſible 
companion. Happily, it was ſo juſtly given 


by my impartial friend, that it muſt per- 
fectly ſatisfy that great man of the rectitude 


of his conduct, * convince him that his 


virtues are properly eſteemed by the judici- 


ous part of mankind. 


As we had now left the nden and found 


it requiſite to give languid nature ſome re- 


freſhment, we began to conſider where it 
would be moſt convenient, without inter- 


rupting our deſign. Accordingly It was 


agreed chat we ſhould croſs a few fields to 
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a place called Brompton; where my friend 
_ aſſured me there was a much frequented tea- 
garden, which would probably furniſh us 

with freſh matter of ſpeculation. But as 
this chapter has rather extended beyond the 

utual bounds, I ſhall give the deſcription of 
that Place i in the laſt . of my Ramble. 


CHAP. vn. 


—U—ͤ—U— :: ß. 


and St. James's Pa ks--- Sunday Rout -=-- 
agi Scenes. --- Concluſive Reflections. 


IAE tea-garden mentioned in the latter 
part of my laſt chapter, is ſituated at the; 
diſtance of about half a mile from Kenſing- 
ton, being a pleaſant rural walk from that 
place. It is known by the name of Cromwell's. 
Garden; and is ſuppoſed to be ſo called, 
from having formerly belonged to the Pro- 
tector. It is much frequented, as my friend 
informed me, by thoſe who viſit Kenſington 


Garden; and not a little uſed by the nume 55 


rous ladies of Pleaſure who reſide in that neigh 
| bour- 


1 


8 
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bourhood ; which from it's retired ſituation, 
he likewiſe obſerved, was well adapted for 
gallantry and intrigue, As ſoon as we en- 


tered the garden, we ordered coffee to be 


prepared; and perceiving there was ſufficient, 


room for us, placed ourſelves in an agreeable 


arbour, where there Was only an "elderly 


lady. In a few minutes, however, we found 


ſhe was not without COMPANY; for two beau- 


tiful females entered the place, followed by 


a couple of well- dreſſed men, and ſeated 
themſelves by her. It was ealy for us to 
_ perceive that our company was not now 
agreeable : we therefore preſently diſpatched 


our coffee, and left them to their own con- 


verſation; but not before we had ſuffi- 
ciently gathered, from their ſignificant be- 
haviour, the true characters of the parties. 


„ 3 ever, was ncedleſs; for we had 


ſcarce quitted our ſeats, whos my friend 


met an old acquaintance, who immediately 


informed us who they were. The old wo- 
man, ſaid he, © was formerly! in keeping | 


q "with a rich merchant; but being diicarded, 


and having(contrary to the general practice) 


been artful enough to ſave the wages of 


© iniquity, afterwards kept a noted bagnio, 
© intheenvirons of St. James's ; and though 


« ſhe acquired a very conſiderable fortune, 
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by the encouragement me ever gave to 


© debauchery, (ſufficient, indeed, to procure 
her a very genteel retreat at a delightful 


manſion juſt by) cannot now help e n- 


* couraging vice in others, though age wilt 
not permit her to continue it in her own 


perſon, For this purpoſe, ſhe boards 


feveral unhappy females, whoſe ſubſiſtence 
muſe expire with their charms. The two 
you.have now ſeen with her, are of that 


number; and, I ſuppole, their keepers not 


chuſing t6 be ſeen with them on a Sun- 
day, (being probably under the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of accompanying their wives 
on that day, to prevent ſuſpicion) are come 
to this place to procure gallants. And, 


no doubt, as what they obrain this way is 


judged to be more than they have occaſion for, 
(their infatuated admirers allowing them 
every neceſſary) the old woman kindly par- 


takes in the profits of thefe adventures. 


Notwithſtanding | her artfulneſs, however, 


and the oreat care ſhe takes not to be de- 
ceived, ſhe was fome time ago pretty deep- 


ly taken | in, by a contrivance of a very 


ſingular nature; A Jew merchant had a moſt 
beautiful mit Reels who boarded with the 


old lady, at the very mederate rate of four 


hundred pounds per annum. It is, how- 
J , CVer, 


* and ſupport of two female ſervants and a 
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ever, but juſtice, to own, that the wages 


footman, were included in this agreement, 


together with the occaſional uſe of the old! 
woman's carriage. The money was, co- 


venanted to be paid halt-yearly ; but, at 


the end of ſeven months, the Jew informed 
her, that he had purchaſed ſo largely in 
the three per cent. annuities when the 
prices were low, that he could not then ſelF 
out, without ſuſtaining a very conſiderable 
loſs; but, in order to make fome amends 
for the: delay of payment, was willing to 
give her a bond for four hundred and 
twenty, payable at the end of the other 
five months, bearing intereſt at five per 


cent. per annum, The opulent circumſtances 


he appeared to be in, left her no room to 
doubt the ſafety of the money, and ſhe 
hearfully accepted his propoſal. About 


a week before the bond became due, 


T 


as ſhe was one day looking over the liſt 
of bagkrunts in the Gazette, (which lift 
ſhe had frequently aſſiſted to augment) 


ſhe perceived that the fon of Liracl had 


deceived her, and was placed among the 


unfortunates contained in that melancholy 


ſheer, Inſtantly ſhe hurried home to vent 


her paſſion on the unhappy cauſe of her 
_ © loſs; 
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s loſs; ; but Was immediately informed, thats 


the young lady, having received intelli- 


* gence of the diſaſter that had befallen her 
1. keeper, had packed up all her clothes, 


* jewels, &c. and retreated to the metropolis. 
* So greatly was the old woman enraged at 
* this affair, that ſhe diſcarded every ſer- 
* vant in the houſe, for permitting her to 
* eſcape; and vowed revenge both on her- 
© and the Jew. Accordingly, when the 


'S: dividends wore -made.. ſhe refuſed to come 


in under the commiſſion; thinking it 
would be better to wait patiently till his 
miſtreſs ſhould get a more opulent keeper, - 
when ſhe was determined to transfer the 
debt to her; and, if poſſible, oblige her 
to pay it. In the mean time, the young . 
lady attracted the notice of a gentleman. 
_ poſſeſſed of a ſmall fortune; and the old. 


0 


immediately arreſted her for four hundr 
pounds, for twelve months board and 
lodging. The young lady, however, put 
in bail to the action; and, on a trial! in 
© the court of King's Bench, proving. her- 
ſelf to be lawfully married to a perſon / 
* who was gone on an Eaſt-India voyage, 
and the court conſidering the extrava- 


6 gance of the charge, the ſuit Was diſmiſſed. 


i withs 


woman having found out whom ſhe ar 4 
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* with coſts. Since this affair, the old wo- 


man has been extremely cautious ; and, 


© it is reported, will not now take any boar- 


der, without being paid weekly.“ 


Having received this information, and 


thanked my friend's acquaintance for the 
pleaſure he had given us in the relation, we 


took a ſurvey of the garden; which appeared 


to have nothing remarkable, or different 
from what has been deſcribed in thoſe men- 


tioned before, except a great number of 


yew- trees curiouſly cut, ſeveral of which 


ſurround a circular graſs- plat before the 


houſe. We therefore left this place; and, 
as it began to grow late, made the beſt of 
our way to the Green Park. 


When we got there, though it was near 
ten o' clock, being a very fine evening, the” 
place was extremely crowded with the gen- 
teeleſt company; and my friend pointed 
out a great many of the nobility, as they 


paſſed by us; but as few of them had any 


thing to recommend: them,. but the unde- 

ſerved dignities which had been beſtowed 
upon them, without any intrinſick worth, 
I think it entirely needleſs to take notice of 


them. This park, which is pleaſantly ſi- 
tuated, opens into St. James's; being no 
other wiſe ſeparated than by a row of wooden 
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8. James's Park has at preſent very 
little to recommend it, except thoſe well- 
known walks, called The Mall, which | 
are full half a mile in length. This 
place, my friend obſerved, is chiefly uſed 
by the quality to walk in before dinner; 
and ſeldom viſited by them in the evening, 


as it is too much frequented, at that time, 


by the more publickly-complying females, 
| The park is now, however, undergoing a 


reform; and therefore, till the alterations are 


finiſhed, a deſcription of the place would 
be abſolutely ridiculous, 
When we came out of the Green Park, 
we walked down to the Queen's palace; 
(generally called Buckingham Houſe) which 
| is built at the end of the Mall ; and though 
it is a handſome building, and has a far 
more reſpectable outward appearance than 
the King's palace at St. James's, is not, in 
my Opinion, worthy the reſidence of ſo ami- 
able a Queen. 
In our way back again, up the Mall, 1 
could not avoid noticing an amazing quan- 
tity of ſplendid carriages, (through a gate 
which opened on the left-hand ſide) attended 
by a prodigious number of powdered lac- 
quies; who failed not to behave with the 


greateſt inſolence to ſuch paſſcrs by as were. 
hardy 
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hardy enough to complain of their inter- 


rupting the free paſſage. Surpriſed at ſee- 


ing ſo many equipages, I aſked my friend 
ift he could gueſs the cauſe of their aſſem- 
bly. That,” replied he, will be attended 


4 with no great difficulty. This place is 


* called The Stable Yard, and is famous 


for the reſidence of Lady H---, whoſe 


character is ſufficiently known to the 
publick. I ſhall only ſay, this is one of 


* thoſe Sunday evening routs, which that 
* pious lady frequently holds, in order to 


#* aſſemble the moſt depraved of our nobi- 


+ lity of both ſexes ; where connections are 
frequently formed, by her chaſte viſitants, 


which brin . no ſmall emolument to a cer- 
t 


4 tain Parrot 
IM Commons.“ 


he metropolis, called Doctors 


The clock having ſtruck ten, wht: we 
vere diſcourſing of theſe infamous aſſemblies, _ 
my friend aſſured me that we could not leave 
he park but by this way, all the other gates 
being ſhut up at that hour. We therefore 


pane through the Stable Yard, which 


brought us immediately to St. James s pa- 


lace gates. From thence we proceeded 
along Pall Mall, towards Covent Garden; 


Which place, my friend obſerved, it was 
_ abſolutely neceſſary for us to viſit, in order 


o the completion of our plan. 
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Having arrived there, we entered one of 
the moft noted bagnios in that virtuous 
neighbourhood ; and were ſcarce ſeated, 
when we were accoſted by one of the 


nuns who frequent the houſe, with 
Pray, gentlemen, will you pleaſe to favour 


me with a glaſs of wine?“ And, on our 


complying with her requeſt, inſtantly 
4 an obſcene toaſt, „ mer; herſelf on 
my Knee, and began to behave with greater 


Familiarity than I was diſpoſed to permit. 


Chiding her indecency, I deſired her to 
deſiſt; when ſhe immediately attacked both 
me and my companion with the moſt ſcan- 
dalous epithers poſſible to be beſtowed : Of 
ſuch a nature, indeed, that we found our- 
{elves conſtrained to leave the place ; leaſt 
the company preſent ſhould imagine her aſ- 
ſertions to be true, and beſtow that puniſh- 
ment on us which is juſtly due to thoſe who 
really deſerve ſuch expreſſions. 
We then went to another houſe of 
the ſame caſt; and my friend having cau- 
tioned me not to aſſume too much delicacy, 
we met with very little interruption. The 
room we ſat in was full of well- dreſſed 
_ perſons; whoſe behaviour, however, but 
ill ſuited with their habits, as the two ſexes 
| deemed to vie with each other who bond 
64] 
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exiel in obſcene geſtures and lewd conver- 
ſation. Among the many characters pre- 
ſent, my friend pointed out the following. 


— 
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een my friend, * 1s a more deſpicable 5 


That gay young fellow,“ ſaid he, whole 
appearance at leaſt equals that of a man 


of fortune, 1s nothing more than a mer- 


cer's ſhopman in Cheapſide; and, not- 


withſtanding the figure he makes, His | ſa- 
lary does not exceed thirty pounds a year; 
which is who ly ſpent in this abandoned 


manner, as the imprudence of a fooliſhly 


indulgent father ſupplies him with an 


adequate {um, 1n order that his appearance 


may be ſufficiently g genteel to attract the 
notice of ſome giddy heireſs. The youth 
that ſits in the Tame box, (and who, as 
well as him, has got a proftitute on his 
knee) is a trolling actor, and occaſional 
poet 3 and now wears the identical coat 
in which I ſaw him attempt to perform 
the character of Hamlet, laſt ſummer, in 


a barn in Efltx. In the next ſeat to theſe, 


being than either; for though he has been 


many years married to an amiable wom an, 


* he cannot avoid viliting theic places and 


beſtowing thole endearments on a wanton 
* harlot, which are lo jullly due to the nie- 
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© rits of his wife, even were chere no moral 
obligation.?“ 

My friend now obſerved upon the fe- 
males; ſeveral of whom he was ſufficiently 
acquainted with, to give me an account of 
their connections. Some of them, I found, 
followed this wretched life from neceſſity, 
others from imprudence, and others from 
inclination; and, ſorry I am to ſay it, there 
appeared to be more of this laſt fort, fat 1. 
may be allowed to judge from their aban- 
doned behaviour) than both the for mer 
ones put er. 

Having ſufficiently ſatisfied my curioſity, 
2 intreated my friend to leave this deteſtable 
place; where folly and debauchery appeared 
70 have totally baniſhed decency and com 
mon ſenſe; nor did he want much perſua- 
ſion to quit a place fo hateful to every being 
who has the leaſt ſpark either of religion or 

ie, 
As it was near twelve o clock when we 
left this houſe, I thought it was now time 
to put an end to our perambulation. AC- 
cordingly, we proceeded in our way home; 
and, as we went along, the following reflec- 
tions occurred to my companion, which he 
communicated. as they arole, | | 
5 5 $ From 
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From the various ſcenes,” ſaid he, at 


which we have been this day preſent, we 


are naturally led to conſider the motives 
by which the ſeveral parties were actuated 


to commit thoſe indiſcretions which have 


procured them our contempt; and, on a 
diſpaſſionate enquiry, we ſhall find, that - 


— * reaſ ning PRIDE, my friend, their error lies; 3 : 
All quit their ſphere, and ruth into the ſkies,” 


And, indeed, from this root proceed moſt | 
of the vices and follies which diſgrace the 


human ſpecies. To what elſe can be at- 
tributed the ſhamefv] emulation ſo con- 


ſpicuous in the lower claſs of our mecha- 
nicks; who ſeem to vie with the nobility _ 


in gaiety of dreſs, and diſſipation of man- 
ners? Hence, too, proceeds the preſent 
alarming ſtate of our religion: the ſupe- 


rior clergy are above teaching the common 
people; and they diſdain to receive in- 
ſtruction from thoſe who, in a worldly 


view, are too frequently greatly inferior 


to themſelves. If we turn our eyes to 

the ſcenes which laſt preſented themſelves 
in thoſe houſes of infamy we have juſt 
now quitted, we ſhall inſtantly perceive 
that this fatal vice has been the grand 
cauſe of thoſe unhappy creatures proſti- 
tuting their youth and beauty, to ſatisfy 
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the brutal paſſions of ſenſualiſts and Ue- 
bauchees, Brought up in idleneſs by . 
their fatally indulgent parents, they learn 
at an early age to 2 


ploy; looking with contempt on thoſe 
whoſe neceſſity obliges them to ſubmit to 


domeſtick drudgery. As they increaſe in 
years, the notice ſome ſuperficial attraction 
obtains them, ſwells the fond parents hearts 


with rapture; who, in their exceſs of 


joy at the opening beauties of their off- 
i ſpring, ſpare no expence to procure them 
every / polite qualification neceſſary for thoſo 
who are to fill ſuch high ſtations as their 
partiality fondly imagines mult be the fate 
of charms fo very powerful. But, alas! 
what is the conſequence ? Being intro- 
duced into every polite aſſembly, (with 
the honourable view of enſnaring youthful. 


opulence) they are ſeen by thoſe that are 


full as artful, and more experienced than 


themſelves, who ſeldom --- very ſeldom in- 
deed --- fail in their attempts upon ſuch 
virtue, and ſo my guarded. Deprived 
t have otherwiſe fur- 
niſhed them with ſome conſolation in the 
midſt of every misfortune that could then 
have befallen them, they find themſelves 


obliged to ſubmit to the einer o/ity of their 
ſeducer; 


piſe houſhold em- 
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© feducer; who probably takes them into | 
. keeping, under the character of miſtreſs; 

* but with how little propriety they are ſo 
called I leave to be determined bythoſe whoſe 
ſad experience enables them to 80 the beſt 4 
judges of the matter. Subject to the ca- 
pricious diſpoſition of an unprincipled — 
villain, (for the perſon who is guilty of 
ſeduction, however exalted his ſtation, 
certainly deſerves this appellation, at leaſt) 8 
they are continually in the worſt ſtate of _ 90 
dependency; the ſmalleſt decay of their 5 
beauty, the jealouſy or wavering of their 1 
keeper, their real inconſtancy, and a thou- 
* ſand other incidents, occaſion their imme- 
diate diſmiſſion, and plunge them ſtill lower 
in the gulph of infamy; till at length 1 
they are compelled by neceſſity to ſolicit, - 
their ſubſiſtence, at the expence of every ; 
thing that mould diſtinguiſh them from 
« the beaſts that periſh.” All theſe cala- 
mities, O price originate froin thee FP” 
Here my friend finiſhed his remarks ; the 
juſtneſs of which cannot be diſputed, . 
think, by any rational being. May they 
impreſs the mind of the reader with a pro- 
per contempt for the parent vice ! -- May 
they ſhew the fully of educating children 


(particularly femalcs) in a manner ure ie 4 
| to 
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to the ſtation they may reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed to fill! --- And laftly may they ſteel } 
him againſt ſuch degenerate wretches as 
| baſely endeavour to ſeduce the ſofter ſex | 


. 
from the paths of virtue, and thereby ren- 
der them involuntary corrupters of mankind, 


Be theſe my wiſhes but fulfilled; and I care 
not for the fate of the reft of this perfor- 
mance —— whether it be eſteemed worthy 
a corner iñ the libraries of the curious, or 


fit only to line the caravans of the vehals 
in Taviſtock Street. | TRENT | 


71.15 


— —— 
— x; 


